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C I V I C  M U S I C  M I L W A U K E E  P R E S E N T SC I V I C  M U S I C  M I L W A U K E E  P R E S E N T S

DREAM! DISCOVER! DO!
MAKE MUSIC! 
CREATE ART!

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

IN THIS ISSUE: P. 1  |  KIDS MUSICFEST
P. 3  |  RECOGNITION

P. 4  |  HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION
P. 5  |  EDUCATOR AWARDS

P. 6  |  PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM
P. 7  |  SPOTLIGHT

The most hands-on fun music event of the year 
is almost here! Now in our third big year and 
once again brought to you by a growing list of 
generous sponsors, we invite you to enjoy fun-
filled highlights . . . 

LITTLE ONES AND 
THEIR GROWNUPS 
ENJOY STORYTIME 
AND SONGS ALL 
AFTERNOON IN 
THE MILWAUKEE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOOK NOOK. 

Join the creativity and fun that is  
KIDS MUSICFEST Sunday, Nov. 15 
from 1 to 5 pm at the Milwaukee 
Youth Arts Center. Admission is FREE!

KIDS CREATE ART AND 
BUILD THEIR OWN 
INSTRUMENTS IN THE 
CREATION STATION. 

CAN YOU SAY “SUPER FUN PHOTO OPPS”?! WATCH 
FOR PETE THE CAT, CLIFFORD, AND CURIOUS GEORGE 
SIGHTINGS THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON.

KIDS GET THEIR OFFICIAL KIDS MUSICFEST 
PASSPORT STAMPED AT EVERY EXHIBITOR’S 
TABLE, THEN PROCEED TO THE “MAKE 
MUSIC” T-SHIRT DECORATING STATION! THE 
COOL T-SHIRT IS FREE TO TAKE HOME!

NEW THIS YEAR, KIDS GET 
KAZOOS, CASTANETS, AND 
TAMBOURINES TO TAKE PART 
IN THE ONE-AND-ONLY “MAKE 
MUSIC” PARADE THROUGHOUT 
THE HALLS OF MYAC! 

AND - MEET 20+ WONDERFUL 
AREA ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 
RESOURCE FAIR – AND LEARN 
HOW KIDS CAN GET INVOLVED.
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Opportunities for Young Musicians 

Recognition and Awards 

Eligibility: Instrumental musicians in grades 4-11 and vocal musicians in grades 8-12 new to  
private lessons whose family can use a helping hand.    
Audition Day: March/April 
With workshops, performances and other activities 
Final Recitals: May 
Application Deadline: March

Eligibility: Vocal and instrumental, classical and jazz musicians in grades 10-12  
performing at or above WSMA Class A level. 
Audition Day: January 
featuring a variety of workshops and master classes  
Showcase Recital: February 
Admission is free and open to the public.  
Application Deadline: December 

Honoring achievement and philanthropy in the 
field of music and music education.  Selection 
and presentation made biannually. 

Nomination Deadline: June 2022 

Recognition and Celebration: Fall 2022 

Recognizing excellence in music education. 
Selection and presentation made annually.   

Nomination Deadline: December 

Recognition and Celebration: March 

Recognizing outstanding music students  
nominated by their high school teachers 

Nomination Deadline: May 

Recognition and Celebration: Spring 

One of Milwaukee’s oldest arts organizations, CIVIC MUSIC MKE has been active in developing the musical life of  
our community since 1918.  Our unique mission of supporting music education and providing performance opportunities  

for young musicians in the greater Milwaukee area places a strong emphasis on reaching underserved youth in our area  
and celebrating the teachers who lift them up from their daily challenges by showing them the joy of music.  

Our vision is to ignite a child’s potential by nurturing the passion for music making.  

Bright young people who have a passion for music and the ability to succeed exist in every demographic 
and income level.   The study of music enhances critical-thinking skills and creative problem solving,  

encourages teamwork, and teaches self-discipline and effective communication.  In the 2020-21 season,  
CIVIC MUSIC programs directly touched the lives of just over 400 students and adults.  

FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR:

Did you know that CIVIC MUSIC MKE 
is one of the oldest arts organizations in 
Milwaukee? We are looking forward to 
our 108th season! 

This season our Youth Music programming 
venue is moving to Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church on Milwaukee’s Lower East Side. 
Full disclosure: This gorgeous venue has 
been my home church for a very long time. 
When we held our High School Showcase 

Recital there last February and I heard a spontaneous “Wow!” exclaimed by performers 
and audience members entering the building, I knew that this move was the right one. We 
extend our thanks to First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa for our years there and are 
grateful for an already warm welcome from Immanuel.

The PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM has a record 70 students this season taking lessons with 
30 great teachers. The HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION will take place on January 30.  And 
on the same day, we will also host auditions for the WOODY HERMAN | SISTER FABIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP open to high school senior jazz musicians. We are pleased to present this 
scholarship with a generous donation from an anonymous donor. LIVE AT THE IVY returns 
on Sept. 23 and a lively line-up of fantastic musicians performing in a relaxed atmosphere. 
We have lined up The Gathering to provide food and to educate us about Hunger Action 
Month. This event has free admission, as well as ticketed table seating. 

Planning is underway for the third annual KIDS MUSICFEST, on November 15 from  
1 to 5 pm! Bring the kids in your life to this fun and free event at the beautiful  
Milwaukee Youth Arts Center. 

As this school year begins, we ask you to begin thinking about an inspiring music educator 
you would like to nominate for this season’s  EDUCATOR AWARDS. Music educators are 
a special group of people who are helping to shape our next generation. Let’s honor and 
celebrate their work!

Our programs and events are thriving through the generosity of our donors. The support 
that we receive is so important to the health of our organization. Being a musician can 
be life changing. This support makes it possible to pass on that opportunity to the next 
generation. Thank you! 

The Milwaukee area is rich in music and art. It is one of our community’s best assets! As 
always, I encourage you to continue to attend performances and SUPPORT LIVE MUSIC. 

Wishing you an autumn filled with color and light and music! 

Nancy Herro, Executive Director
nancyherro@civicmusicmilwaukee.org 

Mission:
CIVIC MUSIC MKE supports music 
education and provides performance 
opportunities for young musicians in the 
greater Milwaukee area.  

Music Notes
Music Notes in published semiannually 
to provide ongoing information about 
our programs and events.  

Board of Directors
Michelle Klotz, PRESIDENT
Joseph Hausch, VICE PRESIDENT
Pete Lange, SECRETARY & PAST PRESIDENT
Brandon Viliunas, TREASURER

Steve Andreoni 
Paul Cannestra 
Brett Dawsey
Morgan Dixon    
Donna Dudenhoefer 
Robin R.  Engl   
Antonina Johnston 
Fran Richman
Collin Smith 
Kent Tess-Mattner
Monica M. Thompson
Veronica Thompson

Administrative Staff
Nancy J. Herro, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Consulting
Becky Steimle, 
EVENTS & MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT

Contact Us:
CIVIC MUSIC MKE
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202
414.375.4875
Info@civicmusicmilwaukee.org
civicmusicmilwaukee.org
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R E C O G N I T I O N

Support CIVIC MUSIC MKE and SUPPORT LIVE 
MUSIC at the same time!
Order your T-Shirt today!WEAR YOUR 

SUPPORT ON  
YOUR SLEEVE!

“ B E I N G  A  M U S I C I A N  C A N  B E  L I F E  C H A N G I N G . ”

Since 1918, CIVIC MUSIC MKE has promoted music  
education and performance in the Milwaukee  
metropolitan area. In keeping with our mission, we  
recognize individuals for their outstanding work and 
support of music advancement in our community.  
There are three awards available on a biennial basis:
 
• Lifetime Achievement Award in Music
• Distinguished Citizen-Professional in the Arts
• Distinguished Citizen-Patron of the Arts
 
Nominations for the 2026-27 CITIZEN AWARDS are 
being reviewed by the CIVIC MUSIC Board and will be 
announced shortly. A celebration will be held during the 
2026-27 season.
 
Start thinking now and take the opportunity to show your 
appreciation for an important person in Milwaukee’s 
musical life by nominating them for one of these awards. 
Nominations are due June 1, 2028.  
 
2029 AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE DUE JUNE 1, 2028

This year we mark the 100th season of this award!  This pro-
gram has awarded thousands of outstanding music students 
over those years! We invite high school music educators in the 
five-county area to nominate graduating seniors displaying 
exceptional musicianship, scholarship, leadership, and service 
to school. Students receive a certificate and a gold lapel pin 
presented at a final school concert or awards ceremony. The 
application is available year-round on our website.

2027 AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE DUE MAY 22, 2027

Each season, CIVIC MUSIC MKE presents the EDUCATOR 
AWARDS, a wonderful show of appreciation for the work of 
inspiring music educators or administrators supportive of 
music. We believe that a solid music education taught by an 
amazing music educator can have such a positive influence 
in a child’s life. Do you know an amazing music educator 
who should be honored for their work or an educational 
administrator who offers exceptional support to their school’s 
music program? Let’s give them the support and love that they 
deserve. Please nominate them today!
 
Nominations are now open for a total of nine awards:
• Certificates of Excellence Awards in Instrumental,  
    Choral, General, Studio, and Youth Music
• Educational Administrator of the Year
• Emerging Music Educator of the Year
• MSO ACE Teacher of the Year
• CIVIC MUSIC Teacher of the Year (selected by the  
    CIVIC MUSIC Board from the nominated candidates.)
 
2027 AWARD NOMINATIONS ARE DUE DECEMBER 5, 2026

Opportunities for Young Musicians 

Recognition and Awards 

Eligibility: Instrumental musicians in grades 4-11 and vocal musicians in grades 8-12 new to  
private lessons whose family can use a helping hand.    
Audition Day: March/April 
With workshops, performances and other activities 
Final Recitals: May 
Application Deadline: March

Eligibility: Vocal and instrumental, classical and jazz musicians in grades 10-12  
performing at or above WSMA Class A level. 
Audition Day: January 
featuring a variety of workshops and master classes  
Showcase Recital: February 
Admission is free and open to the public.  
Application Deadline: December 

Honoring achievement and philanthropy in the 
field of music and music education.  Selection 
and presentation made biannually. 

Nomination Deadline: June 2022 

Recognition and Celebration: Fall 2022 

Recognizing excellence in music education. 
Selection and presentation made annually.   

Nomination Deadline: December 

Recognition and Celebration: March 

Recognizing outstanding music students  
nominated by their high school teachers 

Nomination Deadline: May 

Recognition and Celebration: Spring 

One of Milwaukee’s oldest arts organizations, CIVIC MUSIC MKE has been active in developing the musical life of  
our community since 1918.  Our unique mission of supporting music education and providing performance opportunities  

for young musicians in the greater Milwaukee area places a strong emphasis on reaching underserved youth in our area  
and celebrating the teachers who lift them up from their daily challenges by showing them the joy of music.  

Our vision is to ignite a child’s potential by nurturing the passion for music making.  

Bright young people who have a passion for music and the ability to succeed exist in every demographic 
and income level.   The study of music enhances critical-thinking skills and creative problem solving,  

encourages teamwork, and teaches self-discipline and effective communication.  In the 2020-21 season,  
CIVIC MUSIC programs directly touched the lives of just over 400 students and adults.  
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Final Recitals: May 
Application Deadline: March

Eligibility: Vocal and instrumental, classical and jazz musicians in grades 10-12  
performing at or above WSMA Class A level. 
Audition Day: January 
featuring a variety of workshops and master classes  
Showcase Recital: February 
Admission is free and open to the public.  
Application Deadline: December 

Honoring achievement and philanthropy in the 
field of music and music education.  Selection 
and presentation made biannually. 

Nomination Deadline: June 2022 

Recognition and Celebration: Fall 2022 

Recognizing excellence in music education. 
Selection and presentation made annually.   

Nomination Deadline: December 

Recognition and Celebration: March 

Recognizing outstanding music students  
nominated by their high school teachers 

Nomination Deadline: May 

Recognition and Celebration: Spring 

One of Milwaukee’s oldest arts organizations, CIVIC MUSIC MKE has been active in developing the musical life of  
our community since 1918.  Our unique mission of supporting music education and providing performance opportunities  

for young musicians in the greater Milwaukee area places a strong emphasis on reaching underserved youth in our area  
and celebrating the teachers who lift them up from their daily challenges by showing them the joy of music.  

Our vision is to ignite a child’s potential by nurturing the passion for music making.  

Bright young people who have a passion for music and the ability to succeed exist in every demographic 
and income level.   The study of music enhances critical-thinking skills and creative problem solving,  

encourages teamwork, and teaches self-discipline and effective communication.  In the 2020-21 season,  
CIVIC MUSIC programs directly touched the lives of just over 400 students and adults.  

2026 EDUCATOR AWARDS Recipients
(L-R): Michael Hayden, Lisa Werner, Lynn Roginske, 
Krista Witak, Shaina O’Sullivan, Steven Ayers

Brookfield Central High School
Sydney Boyung, Flute
 
Cedarburg High School
Michaela Wolter, Alto
 
Greendale High School
Annie Brylow, Alto Sax and Voice
 
Milwaukee Lutheran High School
Donyae McNeal, Tenor
Javana Mobley-Rogers, Percussion
 
Mukwonago High School
Katharine Wilhelm, Trumpet
 
Nathan Hale High School
Asialina Grootemaat, Soprano
Ethan Pawlak, Viola
Brynn Rowe, Percussion

Nicolet High School
Silvia Graves, Soprano
 
Oak Creek High School
Gabby Fuentes, Flute, Piccolo, Saxophone
 
Rufus King High School
Cannon Bruner, Percussion
Andrew Mlagan, Bass
Ruth Ohlendorf, Mezzo Soprano
 
Slinger High School
Shelby Brodzeller, Alto
 
Wauwatosa East High School
Julia Bell, Violin
Marsey Brown-Hobson, Viola, 
Saxophone,Oboe
 

Wauwatosa West High School
Braeden Young, Trumpet
 
West Allis Central High School
Story Buettner, Violin
Tevin Danek, Tenor Sax
Aspen Merritt, Tuba
 
Whitefish Bay High School
Mikael Granstrom, Tenor
Savhanna Gunville, Clarinet
 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School
Rebecca Abramowski, Alto
Riley Kubicki, Saxophone
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Savhanna Gunville, Clarinet
 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School
Rebecca Abramowski, Alto
Riley Kubicki, Saxophone
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Opportunities for Young Musicians 

Recognition and Awards 

Eligibility: Instrumental musicians in grades 4-11 and vocal musicians in grades 8-12 new to  
private lessons whose family can use a helping hand.    
Audition Day: March/April 
With workshops, performances and other activities 
Final Recitals: May 
Application Deadline: March

Eligibility: Vocal and instrumental, classical and jazz musicians in grades 10-12  
performing at or above WSMA Class A level. 
Audition Day: January 
featuring a variety of workshops and master classes  
Showcase Recital: February 
Admission is free and open to the public.  
Application Deadline: December 

Honoring achievement and philanthropy in the 
field of music and music education.  Selection 
and presentation made biannually. 

Nomination Deadline: June 2022 

Recognition and Celebration: Fall 2022 

Recognizing excellence in music education. 
Selection and presentation made annually.   

Nomination Deadline: December 

Recognition and Celebration: March 

Recognizing outstanding music students  
nominated by their high school teachers 

Nomination Deadline: May 

Recognition and Celebration: Spring 

One of Milwaukee’s oldest arts organizations, CIVIC MUSIC MKE has been active in developing the musical life of  
our community since 1918.  Our unique mission of supporting music education and providing performance opportunities  

for young musicians in the greater Milwaukee area places a strong emphasis on reaching underserved youth in our area  
and celebrating the teachers who lift them up from their daily challenges by showing them the joy of music.  

Our vision is to ignite a child’s potential by nurturing the passion for music making.  

Bright young people who have a passion for music and the ability to succeed exist in every demographic 
and income level.   The study of music enhances critical-thinking skills and creative problem solving,  

encourages teamwork, and teaches self-discipline and effective communication.  In the 2020-21 season,  
CIVIC MUSIC programs directly touched the lives of just over 400 students and adults.  

L I F E  L E S S O N S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C

Enrollment in the PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM has expanded to 70 young musicians this season! We have 37 musicians in 
Year 1, 17 in their Year 2, and 16 in their Year 3. Just 10 years ago, enrollment was 36 musicians receiving only one year of 
lessons. Arriving at enrollment for our 2026-27 season was not an easy task. Each year, we carefully weigh a family’s financial 
need with their application answers and the student’s performance. And each year we wish that we could offer scholarships to 
every student! Last season’s Audition Day welcomed a record 67 applicants! Add to that group 37 of that season’s musicians 
who were recommended by their teacher to apply for an additional year, and you’ve got 103 musicians to be considered for 60 
spots! In the end, we increased the number of scholarships given to 70. Private lessons create an environment where students 
can accelerate and individualize their learning. Designed to give families in need of a financial helping hand a chance to real-
ize their child’s music study, our teachers take special care with the students so that they can excel. Our scholarships give our 
families the opportunity to stay in step with their classmates and enjoy the same opportunities to join ensembles or eventually 
enter solo competitions.
 
ELIGIBILITY: 
Instrumental musicians entering grades 4 through 11, and vocal musicians entering grades 8 through 12 whose family could 
use a financial helping hand, live in the five-county greater Milwaukee area, and are new to private lessons (25 hours or less) 
are eligible for this program. Students must be recommended by a teacher.

The opportunity for advancement to Year 2 and Year 3 is available to Year 1 students when they earn a recommendation from 
their private teacher at the end of their Year 1 lessons. Applications are sent to those recommended students in March.

Here are this season’s details:
YEAR 1 APPLICATION DUE: March 15, 2027
YEAR 1 AUDITION DAY: Saturday, April 10, 2027
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Milwaukee
  
For more info, visit CivicMusicMilwaukee.org/elementary-and-middle-school-progra

A P P L I C A T I O N S 
All application forms can be found at
civicmusicmilwaukee.org 
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The CIVIC MUSIC MKE High School Competition is a well-regarded 
Milwaukee competition for accomplished high school musicians. 
Audition Day includes workshops and masterclasses geared toward 
advanced students.
 
Musicians compete for the opportunity to perform on the 
Showcase Recital and to be one of four classical musicians to 
receive a total of $1,500 in Young Artist Scholarships.
 
ELIGIBILITY:
Classical vocal and instrumental musicians in grades 10 - 12 who 
perform at or above the WSMA Class A level and live in the five-
county greater Milwaukee area.
 
COMPETITION AWARDS:
• Showcase Recital Performance  
Up to 10 top musicians from Audition Day will perform on this 
recital. Each performer receives an honorarium of $250.

• Young Artist Scholarships
A total of $1,500 in scholarships will be distributed to four 
musicians selected by the judges on Audition Day.

APPLICATIONS DUE: December 15, 2026
For more info, visit CivicMusicMilwaukee.org/
highschoolcompetition-1

Jazz is back at the HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION! We are 
thrilled to once again be the presenter of the WOODY 
HERMAN | SISTER FABIAN SCHOLARSHIP. Auditions 
will be held on January 30 in conjunction with the 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION. 
 
This scholarship is meant to fulfill Woody Herman’s desire 
to recognize and assist local student jazz musicians. This 
Milwaukee native achieved worldwide fame as leader of 
the Thundering Herd, a big band best known for the 1939 
million-seller “Woodchopper’s Ball.” But he might not 
have made it without the help of a St. John Cathedral High 
School teacher, Sister Fabian Reilly. Visit our website to 
learn the rest of the story!
 

In our inaugural year of presenting this award, senior Ruth 
Flunker carried two instruments to the Showcase Recital 
as she performed her winning classical euphonium solo as 
well as her jazz trombone solo that earned her the Woody 
Herman | Sister Fabian Scholarship. Ruth is now a freshman 
at the University of North Texas pursing a double major of 
Euphonium Performance and Composition.

ELIGIBILITY:
High school senior jazz musicians in the Greater Milwaukee 
area who plan to pursue a career in music or music 
education after graduation.
 
COMPETITION AWARDS:
• Woody Herman | Sister Fabian Scholarship
• One $1,500 scholarship will be distributed to the 
musician selected by the judges on Audition Day.
• The award also holds the opportunity to perform on the 
Showcase Recital. 
 
For more info, visit  
CivicMusicMilwaukee.org/woody-herman-scholarship 
 

Opportunities for Young Musicians 

Recognition and Awards 

Eligibility: Instrumental musicians in grades 4-11 and vocal musicians in grades 8-12 new to  
private lessons whose family can use a helping hand.    
Audition Day: March/April 
With workshops, performances and other activities 
Final Recitals: May 
Application Deadline: March

Eligibility: Vocal and instrumental, classical and jazz musicians in grades 10-12  
performing at or above WSMA Class A level. 
Audition Day: January 
featuring a variety of workshops and master classes  
Showcase Recital: February 
Admission is free and open to the public.  
Application Deadline: December 

Honoring achievement and philanthropy in the 
field of music and music education.  Selection 
and presentation made biannually. 

Nomination Deadline: June 2022 

Recognition and Celebration: Fall 2022 

Recognizing excellence in music education. 
Selection and presentation made annually.   

Nomination Deadline: December 

Recognition and Celebration: March 

Recognizing outstanding music students  
nominated by their high school teachers 

Nomination Deadline: May 

Recognition and Celebration: Spring 

One of Milwaukee’s oldest arts organizations, CIVIC MUSIC MKE has been active in developing the musical life of  
our community since 1918.  Our unique mission of supporting music education and providing performance opportunities  

for young musicians in the greater Milwaukee area places a strong emphasis on reaching underserved youth in our area  
and celebrating the teachers who lift them up from their daily challenges by showing them the joy of music.  

Our vision is to ignite a child’s potential by nurturing the passion for music making.  

Bright young people who have a passion for music and the ability to succeed exist in every demographic 
and income level.   The study of music enhances critical-thinking skills and creative problem solving,  

encourages teamwork, and teaches self-discipline and effective communication.  In the 2020-21 season,  
CIVIC MUSIC programs directly touched the lives of just over 400 students and adults.  

HERE ARE THE DETAILS FOR BOTH PROGRAMS: 
AUDITION DAY: Saturday, January 30, 2027 
SHOWCASE RECITAL: 3:00 pm, Sunday, February 21, 2027
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Milwaukee
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PROGRAM DIRECTED GIFTS
PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM  
Three Anonymous Donors
Kay M. Augustine  
Paul Baerwald  
Janine and Jeff Bamberger  
Emily Crocker  
Eileen and Howard Dubner  
  Donor Advised Fund of the  
  Jewish Community Foundation  
  of the Milwaukee Jewish Foundation  
C.M. Eldredge  
Joyce and Bill Gardiner*  
Carol Heim
Mary and Jon Hintz  
Chris Hoefer  
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray  
David Kotlewski  
Brian and Diana Levy Charitable Fund  
Mary Pat Michels  
Flo and Jim Pearson  
Jayne and Monte Perkins  
Jeffry Peterson  
Katja Philabaum
Marie and Robert Sander  
Annie Schmidt  
The Sewrey Family
Kay Simpkin  
Susan Sonneborn  
Monica M. Thompson  
Virginia M. Thurow  
Charlene and Jim Van Orsdol  
Jeannie Yu and Stefan Kartman  
Valerie H. Zimdars  
 
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation
The Gardner Foundation  
Greater Milwaukee Association of  
  Realtors Youth Foundation  
Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation
Francie Luke Silverman Foundation
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder  
  Charitable Trust  
Townsend Foundation
White House of Music Foundation  
 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION
Penny Beams  
Victoria Benson Hora and Viktor Hora  
Pat and Phil Crump  
Pamela Simmons
 

YOUNG ARTIST SCHOLARSHIPS
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  MacDowell Club of Milwaukee  
  Civic Music Young Artist Scholarship  
 
WOODY HERMAN|SISTER FABIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Anonymous Donor
 
YOUTH MUSIC PROGRAMS
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation  
Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation
Maihaugen Foundation  
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation, Inc.  
PPC Foundation  
We Energies Foundation  
 
EDUCATOR AWARDS
Educators Credit Union  
 
KIDS MUSICFEST
Mary E. Henke  
Tom Miller
 
Bader Philanthropies
Baird | The Consiglio Osmanski  
  Hienz Group  
Festival Foods  
Green Bay Packers GIVE BACK
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies  
Landmark Credit Union
White House of Music
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin  
  Foundation
 
LIVE AT THE IVY
Paul and Lori Cannestra
Kay Gebhard
Joe Hausch
Michelle and Andreas Klotz
Pete Lange
Becky Steimle
Monica M. Thompson
 
Baird Funds  
Hausch Design Agency*
Husch Blackwell
The Woods
 
* Indicates in-kind donation

s

These friends of CIVIC MUSIC 
contributed $100 or more 
between July 1, 2025 and June 
30, 2026.

GRANDISSIMI
($10,000 and above)  
Charles and Dorothy Groeschell  
Bader Philanthropies
Richard and Ethel  
  Herzfeld Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Paul and Lori Cannestra  
  Charitable Fund
 
APPASSIONATO
($5,000 and more)
Gift in memory of Kathy Grogan
 
Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation
Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church  
  Alternative Christmas Market donors
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies
Landmark Credit Union
Milwaukee County CAMPAC Fund   
Francie Luke Silverman Foundation
 
BRAVURA
($2,500 and more)
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  Margarete and David Harvey Fund 
The Sewrey Family 
 
The Gardner Foundation  
Green Bay Packers GIVE BACK
Maihaugen Foundation  
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder     
  Charitable Trust  
We Energies Foundation
Wisconsin Arts Board
  With funds from the State of  
  Wisconsin and the National  
  Endowment for the Arts
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin  
  Foundation
 
MAESTOSO
($1,000 and more)
Mary Baum 
Jill and George Fahr Charitable Fund  
  Bradley Impact Fund
Robin R. and Robin J. Engl
Joyce and Bill Gardiner*  
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  Judith A. Keyes Family Fund 
Tina Grogan 
Donald and Melody Huenefeld
Rick Kirby
Pete and Roseann Lange  
Tom Miller  
Erik and Carol Moeser  
Stanwyck Family Fund  
Brandon Viliunas 
Valerie H. Zimdars
 
Baird | The Consiglio Osmanski  
  Hienz Group 
Educators Credit Union  
Greater Milwaukee Association of  
  Realtors Youth Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  MacDowell Club of Milwaukee  
  Civic Music Young Artist Scholarship    
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation  
Husch Blackwell

Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation, Inc.  
PPC Foundation  
Townsend Foundation
Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church
  Alternative Christmas Market
White House of Music Foundation
 
ESPRESSIVO
($500-999)
Jim and Bobbi Caraway 
Morgan Dixon
Mary Gerbig and William Houlihan 
Sharon and Joe Hausch
Mary E. Henke 
Gary and Judy Jorgensen 
JoAnne and Donald Krause 
Martin Krebs 
Kent and Marna Tess-Mattner   
Richman Family Donor Advised Fund
  of the Jewish Community    
  Foundation of the  
  Milwaukee Jewish Federation    
Chris and Meg Schell  
Monica M. Thompson 
Jim Ward 
 
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation 
Festival Foods  
 
DOLCE
($250-499)
Barbara and Paul Ahlf  
Steve and Julie Andreoni  
Brown Lam Family Fund 
Ralph and Debbie Chicorel  
Donna and Mark Dudenhoefer 
Claudia Egan  
Cynthia and Kurt Eisenmann 
Ravenna Helson and  
  Dr. Randolph Lipchik 
Marilyn and Lee Henning 
Nancy and George Herro
Mary and Jon Hintz  
Victoria Benson Hora and Viktor Hora     
Richard and Michelle Hynson
Antonina and Brent Johnston 
Joseph Kucharski  
James and Charmaine LaBelle 
David and Louise Petering  
Jeffry Peterson  
Dale and Barbara Pforr  
Ben Piette*
Marie and Robert Sander   
Sally and Bob Schwarz 
Carter and Pamela Simmons   
Paul Thorgaard  
Laurie Trice 
 
GRAZIOSO
($100-249)
Rick Aaron
Kay M. Augustine  
Dr. Patricia Backhaus  
Paul Baerwald  
Janine and Jeff Bamberger 
Penny Beams  
Dale and Mary Bigus  
Jane Borden  
Patricia J. Cahill 
Milton Childs 
Debra Chomicka and  
  Michael Myszewski 
Stephen Colburn and Marlee Sabo 
Marlene Cook 
Emily Crocker  

Sandy and Jean Custer  
Anne De Vroome
Thomas Dinsmoor  
Jill and Bob Dizack
Susan Doornek  
Eileen and Howard Dubner  
  Donor Advised Fund of the  
  Jewish Community Foundation  
  of the Milwaukee Jewish Foundation 
Jeffrey T. Durr  
C.M. Eldredge 
Lee Erickson 
William and Kari Foote Family  
  Charitable  Fund  
Tim and Sue Frautschi  
Kathleen Gale  
Giacobassi Family Fund    
Kay Gebhard
Michelle and Scott Godden  
Carol I. Goldstein  
Dan and Helen Hartsman  
Dietrich and Megumi Hemann 
Chris Hoefer  
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray 
Paul and Ellie Jacobson 
Michelle and Andreas Klotz
David Kotlewski 
John and Loretta Krenitsky 
David and Karen Krubsack 
Marlene and Marvin Lauwasser  
Brian and Diana Levy Charitable Fund  
Stephanie Lippert 
Barbara Lund  
Kerri Maess 
Randy and Diane McDonald 
Sue Medford   
Mary Pat Michels 
David and Gail Nelson  
Reverend Dean Nelson 
Flo and Jim Pearson 
Jayne and Monte Perkins
Jill Anna Ponasik and  
  William Bradley III 
The James Radish Family  
Steven and Rona Rindt  
Annie Schmidt 
Marilyn Schrader
Kay Simpkin
Nancy and Ignatius Smetek
Karen P. Smith and Donald E. Haack Sr.       
Becky Steimle
Charles Q. Sullivan   
Veronica Thompson
Joy Towell  
Mollie Ullenberg
Charlene and Jim Van Orsdol  
Lana and Bob Wiese 
 
The Woods
 
TRIBUTE GIFTS
IN HONOR OF:
DIANE ANDREONI
Thomas Andreoni
 
AUDREY BAIRD
Stephen Colburn and Marlee Sabo
 
CHELSEA BETZ
Richard Benjamin
Kellen Caldwell
Oscar Delgado
Kimberly Ford
Kerri Maess
Adam Mathews

Lee Oksiuta
Carrie Wing
 
LEE ERICKSON
Joseph Kucharski
 
MARY ALICE FIFER
Charlene and Jim Van Orsdol
 
VERONICA THOMPSON
Lynne Milner
 
IN MEMORY OF:
JOSEPH AARON
Marlene and Marvin Lauwasser
 
ERNEST BRUSUBARDIS, SR.
Mary Pat Michels
 
CHARLES A. CAHILL III
Patricia J. Cahill
 
STUART C. GALE
Kathleen Gale
 
KATHY GROGAN
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  Judith A. Keyes Family Fund
 
PHIL GROSSMAN
David and Gail Nelson
 
MARGARET HAWKINS
Lee Erickson
 
JUSTIN HORN
Penny Beams
 
JEANNE WESTPHAL KAHN
Jane Leahy
 
JACOBA LEXMOND
Mary Pat Michels
 
GALEN MILLER
Tom Miller
 
COLLEEN A. ROSE
Mary Gerbig and William Houlihan
Peggy Katzfey
 
LEONHARD S. ROSE
Debra Chomicka and  
  Michael Myszewski
Joyce and Bill Gardiner
Mary Gerbig and William Houlihan
Roberta Graf
Susan Hess
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray
Peggy Katzfey
Joel and Joan Lueneburg
Randy and Diane McDonald
Dolores Opichka
Dale and Barbara Pforr
The James Radish Family
Deborah Ruck
 
COLLEEN AND LEONHARD ROSE
Barbara and Paul Ahlf
 
JAMES SEWREY PERCUSSION 
SCHOLARSHIP
The Sewrey Family
 
BERNARD STEPNER
Paul Thorgaard
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We are grateful for the 
generous support of 
our donors who provide 
exceptional opportunities to 
students and educators.  

You can make a difference with 
a gift of any dollar amount and 
direct where it should be used. 
•PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM
•HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION
•EDUCATOR AWARDS
•CITIZEN AWARDS
•KIDS MUSICFEST
•LIVE AT THE IVY
•General Operating Support

Pay it forward while honoring 
the past by making your gift 
in honor or in memory of 
someone who shaped your 
musical life.
Scan this QR code to visit the 
CIVIC MUSIC MKE donation 
page where you can learn more 
about what your gift can support. 
You might consider monthly 
donations or even remembering 
CIVIC MUSIC MKE in your estate 
planning. We would be happy to 
discuss the options with you.

With your generous support, 
students, educators, and 
musicians will benefit, 
enabling our musical 
community to remain vibrant!

Marjorie L. Christiansen
F O U N D A T I O N

When Landmark Credit Union 
came on as lead sponsor of CIVIC 
MUSIC MKE’S brand-new event KIDS 
MUSICFEST in 2024, CIVIC MUSIC 
organizers were beyond thrilled. This 
very civic-minded, Milwaukee-based 
organization committed to two years of 
support and has now committed to two 
more — through the 2027 event.

Other cherished sponsors are making 
the same important commitment. 
Returning sponsors include: 
Green Bay Packers GIVEBACK, Herb 
Kohl Philanthropies, Festival Foods, 

Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation, 
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation, 
and PPC Foundation. And new this 
year is Woman’s Club of Wisconsin 
Foundation, Maihaugen Foundation, 
We Energies Foundation, and Harri 
Hoffmann Family Foundation.
 
CIVIC MUSIC is beyond grateful for our 
corporate, foundation, and individual 
sponsors, without whom there could be no 
KIDS MUSICFEST. If you would like to join 
this group in support of KIDS MUSICFEST, 
please contact Nancy Herro at info@
CivicMusicMilwaukee.org.

LET’S HEAR IT FOR KIDS MUSICFEST SPONSORS!

L E N D  Y O U R 
S U P P O R T !

CIVIC_MusicNewsletter Fall 26(FTP).indd   6-7CIVIC_MusicNewsletter Fall 26(FTP).indd   6-7 8/31/26   2:30 PM8/31/26   2:30 PM



PROGRAM DIRECTED GIFTS
PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM  
Three Anonymous Donors
Kay M. Augustine  
Paul Baerwald  
Janine and Jeff Bamberger  
Emily Crocker  
Eileen and Howard Dubner  
  Donor Advised Fund of the  
  Jewish Community Foundation  
  of the Milwaukee Jewish Foundation  
C.M. Eldredge  
Joyce and Bill Gardiner*  
Carol Heim
Mary and Jon Hintz  
Chris Hoefer  
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray  
David Kotlewski  
Brian and Diana Levy Charitable Fund  
Mary Pat Michels  
Flo and Jim Pearson  
Jayne and Monte Perkins  
Jeffry Peterson  
Katja Philabaum
Marie and Robert Sander  
Annie Schmidt  
The Sewrey Family
Kay Simpkin  
Susan Sonneborn  
Monica M. Thompson  
Virginia M. Thurow  
Charlene and Jim Van Orsdol  
Jeannie Yu and Stefan Kartman  
Valerie H. Zimdars  
 
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation
The Gardner Foundation  
Greater Milwaukee Association of  
  Realtors Youth Foundation  
Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation
Francie Luke Silverman Foundation
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder  
  Charitable Trust  
Townsend Foundation
White House of Music Foundation  
 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION
Penny Beams  
Victoria Benson Hora and Viktor Hora  
Pat and Phil Crump  
Pamela Simmons
 

YOUNG ARTIST SCHOLARSHIPS
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  MacDowell Club of Milwaukee  
  Civic Music Young Artist Scholarship  
 
WOODY HERMAN|SISTER FABIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Anonymous Donor
 
YOUTH MUSIC PROGRAMS
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation  
Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation
Maihaugen Foundation  
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation, Inc.  
PPC Foundation  
We Energies Foundation  
 
EDUCATOR AWARDS
Educators Credit Union  
 
KIDS MUSICFEST
Mary E. Henke  
Tom Miller
 
Bader Philanthropies
Baird | The Consiglio Osmanski  
  Hienz Group  
Festival Foods  
Green Bay Packers GIVE BACK
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies  
Landmark Credit Union
White House of Music
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin  
  Foundation
 
LIVE AT THE IVY
Paul and Lori Cannestra
Kay Gebhard
Joe Hausch
Michelle and Andreas Klotz
Pete Lange
Becky Steimle
Monica M. Thompson
 
Baird Funds  
Hausch Design Agency*
Husch Blackwell
The Woods
 
* Indicates in-kind donation

s

These friends of CIVIC MUSIC 
contributed $100 or more 
between July 1, 2025 and June 
30, 2026.

GRANDISSIMI
($10,000 and above)  
Charles and Dorothy Groeschell  
Bader Philanthropies
Richard and Ethel  
  Herzfeld Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Paul and Lori Cannestra  
  Charitable Fund
 
APPASSIONATO
($5,000 and more)
Gift in memory of Kathy Grogan
 
Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation
Harri Hoffmann Family Foundation 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church  
  Alternative Christmas Market donors
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies
Landmark Credit Union
Milwaukee County CAMPAC Fund   
Francie Luke Silverman Foundation
 
BRAVURA
($2,500 and more)
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  Margarete and David Harvey Fund 
The Sewrey Family 
 
The Gardner Foundation  
Green Bay Packers GIVE BACK
Maihaugen Foundation  
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder     
  Charitable Trust  
We Energies Foundation
Wisconsin Arts Board
  With funds from the State of  
  Wisconsin and the National  
  Endowment for the Arts
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin  
  Foundation
 
MAESTOSO
($1,000 and more)
Mary Baum 
Jill and George Fahr Charitable Fund  
  Bradley Impact Fund
Robin R. and Robin J. Engl
Joyce and Bill Gardiner*  
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  Judith A. Keyes Family Fund 
Tina Grogan 
Donald and Melody Huenefeld
Rick Kirby
Pete and Roseann Lange  
Tom Miller  
Erik and Carol Moeser  
Stanwyck Family Fund  
Brandon Viliunas 
Valerie H. Zimdars
 
Baird | The Consiglio Osmanski  
  Hienz Group 
Educators Credit Union  
Greater Milwaukee Association of  
  Realtors Youth Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  MacDowell Club of Milwaukee  
  Civic Music Young Artist Scholarship    
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation  
Husch Blackwell

Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation, Inc.  
PPC Foundation  
Townsend Foundation
Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church
  Alternative Christmas Market
White House of Music Foundation
 
ESPRESSIVO
($500-999)
Jim and Bobbi Caraway 
Morgan Dixon
Mary Gerbig and William Houlihan 
Sharon and Joe Hausch
Mary E. Henke 
Gary and Judy Jorgensen 
JoAnne and Donald Krause 
Martin Krebs 
Kent and Marna Tess-Mattner   
Richman Family Donor Advised Fund
  of the Jewish Community    
  Foundation of the  
  Milwaukee Jewish Federation    
Chris and Meg Schell  
Monica M. Thompson 
Jim Ward 
 
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation 
Festival Foods  
 
DOLCE
($250-499)
Barbara and Paul Ahlf  
Steve and Julie Andreoni  
Brown Lam Family Fund 
Ralph and Debbie Chicorel  
Donna and Mark Dudenhoefer 
Claudia Egan  
Cynthia and Kurt Eisenmann 
Ravenna Helson and  
  Dr. Randolph Lipchik 
Marilyn and Lee Henning 
Nancy and George Herro
Mary and Jon Hintz  
Victoria Benson Hora and Viktor Hora     
Richard and Michelle Hynson
Antonina and Brent Johnston 
Joseph Kucharski  
James and Charmaine LaBelle 
David and Louise Petering  
Jeffry Peterson  
Dale and Barbara Pforr  
Ben Piette*
Marie and Robert Sander   
Sally and Bob Schwarz 
Carter and Pamela Simmons   
Paul Thorgaard  
Laurie Trice 
 
GRAZIOSO
($100-249)
Rick Aaron
Kay M. Augustine  
Dr. Patricia Backhaus  
Paul Baerwald  
Janine and Jeff Bamberger 
Penny Beams  
Dale and Mary Bigus  
Jane Borden  
Patricia J. Cahill 
Milton Childs 
Debra Chomicka and  
  Michael Myszewski 
Stephen Colburn and Marlee Sabo 
Marlene Cook 
Emily Crocker  

Sandy and Jean Custer  
Anne De Vroome
Thomas Dinsmoor  
Jill and Bob Dizack
Susan Doornek  
Eileen and Howard Dubner  
  Donor Advised Fund of the  
  Jewish Community Foundation  
  of the Milwaukee Jewish Foundation 
Jeffrey T. Durr  
C.M. Eldredge 
Lee Erickson 
William and Kari Foote Family  
  Charitable  Fund  
Tim and Sue Frautschi  
Kathleen Gale  
Giacobassi Family Fund    
Kay Gebhard
Michelle and Scott Godden  
Carol I. Goldstein  
Dan and Helen Hartsman  
Dietrich and Megumi Hemann 
Chris Hoefer  
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray 
Paul and Ellie Jacobson 
Michelle and Andreas Klotz
David Kotlewski 
John and Loretta Krenitsky 
David and Karen Krubsack 
Marlene and Marvin Lauwasser  
Brian and Diana Levy Charitable Fund  
Stephanie Lippert 
Barbara Lund  
Kerri Maess 
Randy and Diane McDonald 
Sue Medford   
Mary Pat Michels 
David and Gail Nelson  
Reverend Dean Nelson 
Flo and Jim Pearson 
Jayne and Monte Perkins
Jill Anna Ponasik and  
  William Bradley III 
The James Radish Family  
Steven and Rona Rindt  
Annie Schmidt 
Marilyn Schrader
Kay Simpkin
Nancy and Ignatius Smetek
Karen P. Smith and Donald E. Haack Sr.       
Becky Steimle
Charles Q. Sullivan   
Veronica Thompson
Joy Towell  
Mollie Ullenberg
Charlene and Jim Van Orsdol  
Lana and Bob Wiese 
 
The Woods
 
TRIBUTE GIFTS
IN HONOR OF:
DIANE ANDREONI
Thomas Andreoni
 
AUDREY BAIRD
Stephen Colburn and Marlee Sabo
 
CHELSEA BETZ
Richard Benjamin
Kellen Caldwell
Oscar Delgado
Kimberly Ford
Kerri Maess
Adam Mathews

Lee Oksiuta
Carrie Wing
 
LEE ERICKSON
Joseph Kucharski
 
MARY ALICE FIFER
Charlene and Jim Van Orsdol
 
VERONICA THOMPSON
Lynne Milner
 
IN MEMORY OF:
JOSEPH AARON
Marlene and Marvin Lauwasser
 
ERNEST BRUSUBARDIS, SR.
Mary Pat Michels
 
CHARLES A. CAHILL III
Patricia J. Cahill
 
STUART C. GALE
Kathleen Gale
 
KATHY GROGAN
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
  Judith A. Keyes Family Fund
 
PHIL GROSSMAN
David and Gail Nelson
 
MARGARET HAWKINS
Lee Erickson
 
JUSTIN HORN
Penny Beams
 
JEANNE WESTPHAL KAHN
Jane Leahy
 
JACOBA LEXMOND
Mary Pat Michels
 
GALEN MILLER
Tom Miller
 
COLLEEN A. ROSE
Mary Gerbig and William Houlihan
Peggy Katzfey
 
LEONHARD S. ROSE
Debra Chomicka and  
  Michael Myszewski
Joyce and Bill Gardiner
Mary Gerbig and William Houlihan
Roberta Graf
Susan Hess
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray
Peggy Katzfey
Joel and Joan Lueneburg
Randy and Diane McDonald
Dolores Opichka
Dale and Barbara Pforr
The James Radish Family
Deborah Ruck
 
COLLEEN AND LEONHARD ROSE
Barbara and Paul Ahlf
 
JAMES SEWREY PERCUSSION 
SCHOLARSHIP
The Sewrey Family
 
BERNARD STEPNER
Paul Thorgaard
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We are grateful for the 
generous support of 
our donors who provide 
exceptional opportunities to 
students and educators.  

You can make a difference with 
a gift of any dollar amount and 
direct where it should be used. 
•PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM
•HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION
•EDUCATOR AWARDS
•CITIZEN AWARDS
•KIDS MUSICFEST
•LIVE AT THE IVY
•General Operating Support

Pay it forward while honoring 
the past by making your gift 
in honor or in memory of 
someone who shaped your 
musical life.
Scan this QR code to visit the 
CIVIC MUSIC MKE donation 
page where you can learn more 
about what your gift can support. 
You might consider monthly 
donations or even remembering 
CIVIC MUSIC MKE in your estate 
planning. We would be happy to 
discuss the options with you.

With your generous support, 
students, educators, and 
musicians will benefit, 
enabling our musical 
community to remain vibrant!

Marjorie L. Christiansen
F O U N D A T I O N

When Landmark Credit Union 
came on as lead sponsor of CIVIC 
MUSIC MKE’S brand-new event KIDS 
MUSICFEST in 2024, CIVIC MUSIC 
organizers were beyond thrilled. This 
very civic-minded, Milwaukee-based 
organization committed to two years of 
support and has now committed to two 
more — through the 2027 event.

Other cherished sponsors are making 
the same important commitment. 
Returning sponsors include: 
Green Bay Packers GIVEBACK, Herb 
Kohl Philanthropies, Festival Foods, 

Marjorie L. Christiansen Foundation, 
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation, 
and PPC Foundation. And new this 
year is Woman’s Club of Wisconsin 
Foundation, Maihaugen Foundation, 
We Energies Foundation, and Harri 
Hoffmann Family Foundation.
 
CIVIC MUSIC is beyond grateful for our 
corporate, foundation, and individual 
sponsors, without whom there could be no 
KIDS MUSICFEST. If you would like to join 
this group in support of KIDS MUSICFEST, 
please contact Nancy Herro at info@
CivicMusicMilwaukee.org.

LET’S HEAR IT FOR KIDS MUSICFEST SPONSORS!

L E N D  Y O U R 
S U P P O R T !
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CIVIC MUSIC MKE
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202
www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D
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