
Ba
ke

rs
fie

ld
 So

un
d B

lu
eg

ra
ss

 Pr
og

re
ss

ive
 Bl

ue
gr

as
s R

ea
ct

ion
ar

y B
lu

eg
ra

ss
 Bl

ue
s C

ou
nt

ry
 Ca

ju
n F

idd
le 

Tu
ne

s C
hr

ist
ian

 Co
un

tr
y C

las
sic

 Co
un

tr
y C

lo
se

 Ha
rm

on
y C

on
te

mp
or

ar
y B

lu
eg

ra
ss

 Co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 Co
un

tr
y C

ou
nt

ry
 Go

sp
el 

Co
un

tr
y P

op
  C

ou
nt

ry
 Ra

p C
ou

nt
ry

 Ro
ck

 Co
unt

ry
 So

ul
 Co

w
bo

y /
 W

es
te

rn
 Co

w
pu

n k

re s lu
es

S P R I N G  2 0 2 5  E D I T I O N   V O L U M E  4 4 ,  I S S U E  2

C I V I C  M U S I C  M I L W A U K E E  P R E S E N T SC I V I C  M U S I C  M I L W A U K E E  P R E S E N T S

MUSICNOTES
Have you heard our spot on WUWM?  CIVIC MUSIC has a great evening in store 
for you! It’s two great celebrations . . . one energizing evening . . . all benefiting 
young musicians.

At 5:30, help us honor our 2025 CITIZEN AWARDS recipients: Timothy 
Klabunde for “Lifetime Achievement in Music” award; and Zachary Durlam for 
“Distinguished Citizen – Professional in the Arts.” Since 1964, our citizen awards 
have honored a professional in music education and/or performance who’s 
provided meritorious service in the musical development of the community. 
The “Distinguished Citizen - Professional in the Arts” award honors a professional 
musician or arts administrator who’s demonstrated significant achievement in 
their area of expertise and commitment to the community. 

Then, at 7 pm, let the music begin! It’s a vibrant evening of something for 
everyone — what we like to call EC-LEC-TRICITY — a mash-up of eclectic and electric 
entertainment for a music-filled night to remember. Check out our website to see 
who’s performing.

Find tasty snacks or fantastic full meals from with two food trucks — and an ice 
cream cart. Enjoy delicious beverages from the cash bar – featuring signature 
craft cocktails and mocktails and more! 

Take a chance on a good or great wine with the return of the Wine Pull. Make 
a $20 donation to CIVIC MUSIC and receive a cork that matches one of the wines. 
Twenty-five bottles will be up for grabs. And check out the Coffee Pull — 
the event’s newest addition, where $20 gets a spoon that matches one bag of coffee. Twenty-five bags from five Milwaukee-area coffee 
purveyors? A coffee lover’s dream.

Have you gotten your limited-number CIVIC MUSIC lapel pin? After this event, this pin will be retired and a new one created. Make a 
$10 donation to CIVIC MUSIC and receive this fun pin for your jacket or cap. Plus, win a chance at the beautifully framed actual artwork 
signed by artist Joe Hausch!

Admission is FREE! Yet there are so many ways to help raise funds for important programming that benefits young musicians — 
and have tons of fun doing it. 

Now, about those free beverages: There’s plenty of audience seating or standing room at cabaret tables. But for the first time, you can 
reserve a seat at a table OR better yet — round up your friends and family, and reserve a TABLE for eight! 

Reserve now: Single seats are $25 each; a table for eight is only $185 – AND includes a free drink ticket for each guest. That’s a $264 
value — for just $185. We’ll toast to that! 

Two great celebrations . . . One energizing evening . . . All benefiting young musicians.  JOIN US May 7!

REGISTER
TODAY!

“Support comes from CIVIC MUSIC Milwaukee, presenting the Citizen Awards at “Live at the Ivy” May 7th 
  at  The Ivy House! Celebrate our 2025 Citizen Award recipients at 5:30 — and at 7, it’s a vibrant evening 
  of "live-music ec-lec-tricity"!...

Thanks to our event sponsors:                     Thanks to our printing partner: 



We are coming to the end of an extremely 
exciting and busy season! The premiere of 
KIDS MUSICFEST was a fun day for families 
to explore and experience music firsthand 
and meet and hear the organizations 
providing youth music programming in our 
area. We had 21 organizations for this first 
event! Kids were energized, parents were 
grateful, and organization representatives 
got a chance to have conversations with not 
only families but with each other. We hope 

that some awesome collaborations will come from it. Look for the announcement of the 
2025 date soon and mark it on your calendar! 

The PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM had a record 54 students apply to enter next season’s 
program! This year’s students wrapped up their season by performing in one of three 
recitals held on April 12. With almost 60 musicians in the program, we decided this year to 
spread them out into three recitals. We are grateful to the teachers for their great work and 
the families for supporting their children and giving them the opportunity of music! The 
HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION had a high enrollment as well with 49 students. 

The esteemed judges, workshop leaders, pianists and volunteers are all a worthy match 
to the work that the high school musicians put into their preparation! The October
 LIVE AT THE IVY was a fun evening of jazz from cellist and CIVIC MUSIC alumni Malik 
Johnson, Raymond Roberts and his amazing MHSA Vocal Jazz Ensemble and finished 
with a trio led by new board member Ben Piette. Next up is the May 7 LIVE AT THE IVY that 
will also host the CITIZEN AWARDS. Come and celebrate with us! 

If you are a high school educator, it is that time of the season when we urge you to 
nominate an outstanding senior for a HIGH SCHOOL AWARD. The nomination form is on 
our website.  Request a board member to make the presentation at your school event!

We are grateful for the support of our donors who make these programs possible, helping 
us realize our vision: “to be known as a catalyst to ensure every student in the greater 
Milwaukee area has access and opportunity to participate in music.”  While all donors and 
donations are special to us, the Heart of Canal Street presented by Potawatomi Hotel and 
Casino was definitely this season’s most exciting! We were surprised and thrilled to be one 
of 30 recipients that each won $22,164! I had asked Board VP Joe Hausch to join me at 
the event and to make sure to bring some good luck. Thanks, Joe! Mission accomplished!

Support live music wherever you go. It is so important!

Nancy Herro, Executive Director
nancyherro@civicmusicmilwaukee.org

Mission:
CIVIC MUSIC MKE supports music 
education and provides performance 
opportunities for young musicians 
in the greater Milwaukee area. 

MusicNotes
MusicNotes in published semiannually 
to provide ongoing information about 
our programs and events. 

Board of Directors
Pete Lange, PRESIDENT

Joseph Hausch, VICE PRESIDENT

Scott Emmons, SECRETARY

Brandon Viliunas, TREASURER

Victoria Benson Hora
Brett Dawsey
Morgan Dixon    
Donna Dudenhoefer 
Robin R. Engl   
Rebecca Furdek
Antonina Johnston 
Michelle Klotz
Stephanie Lippert
Ben Piette 
Fran Richman
Kent Tess-Mattner
Monica M. Thompson
Veronica Thompson

Administrative Staff
Nancy J. Herro
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Contact Us:
CIVIC MUSIC MKE
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202
414/375-4875
info@civicmusicmilwaukee.org
civicmusicmilwaukee.org

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT OF OUR DONORS WHO MAKE THESE PROGRAMS POSSIBLE...

FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR: 
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Joe Hausch and Nancy Herro at 
the Heart of Canal Street event!
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S U P P O R T  L I V E  M U S I C
FIRST-EVER KIDS MUSICFEST STRIKES A CHORD

The first-ever KIDS MUSICFEST, created and produced by CIVIC MUSIC MKE, gave children from all over 
greater Milwaukee a rare opportunity to experience hands-on music-making, family fun, and energizing 
entertainment. It all happened Sunday, November 10, 2024 at the beautiful Milwaukee Youth Arts Center 
(MYAC), with more than 450 kids and adults in attendance. Enthusiastic board support, as well as the 
necessary funding from Bader Philanthropies to begin to build the event, made it all possible.

We’re already planning KIDS MUSICFEST year two, but first — here are just a few highlights from our inaugural event!
      • 465 kids and adults attended
      • Seven performances brought two stages to life
      • Six break-out rooms overflowed with hands-on music experiences 
      • 21 exhibitors enthusiastically shared music opportunities for kids
      • And the generosity of seven fantastic sponsors, led by our generous Presenting Sponsor Landmark Credit Union, made it all possible

Here’s what families had to say:
      • “I loved the event. It’s a beautiful thing for children. It gives them a chance to explore something they probably would never get a chance   
           to touch.” 
      • “I really like the fact they can explore music, not just see it as something big people do.” 
      • “We loved the performances and the hands-on experiences with the instruments. This is an awesome experience, and we thank all 
           the sponsors for this opportunity.” 
      • “I learned how to do the violin and the xylophone AND the drums!” 
 
And here’s what we’re planning for KIDS MUSICFEST 2025!
      • EVEN BETTER hours: 12 to 4 pm 
      • ADDITIONAL stage times: More opportunities for participating music groups
      • NEW floorplan: For a REALLY great exhibitor and attendee experience
      • Resource Fair STAGE: A third, small stage in the exhibitor area - featuring participating organizations and pulling attendees into the area
      • More PROMOTION! In our second year, we now have video and photos for excellent promotional opportunities!

Please plan to join us — follow us on Facebook for our KIDS MUSICFEST November 2025 date — to be announced in June!  

Creating their own instrument mash-ups from 
random household objects and retired instruments 
- including some that actually made noise! — 
thoroughly enthralled kids at the Creation Station. 
Watch for an even bigger Creation Station in 2025.

Exhibitors like Festival City Symphony who played 
music for attendees were really appreciated. Harpist 
Ann Lobotzke played for young visitors’ sheer delight. 

What a hit! This was the Drumming Den with Julio 
Pabon, a Waukesha School District music educator 
and member of many bands including De La Buena. 
Come join the fun at KIDS MUSICFEST 2025.

We experienced again how much young children 
love small motor activities, even at a music-oriented 
event. Exhibitors often talked with parents or 
guardians about their musical offerings while the 
kids were happily occupied.

Pick up and try playing any instrument, along with 
basic instruction: That’s the fascination and hands-on 
experience offered with more than 10 different 
instruments in the Petting Zoo sponsored by 
White House of Music. 

Yaya Kambaye, a native of Senegal, West Africa, 
founded Xalaat Africa Drum and Dance for Life 
— an energizing favorite on the Star Stage at 
KIDS MUSICFEST. 
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HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION

2025 SHOWCASE RECITAL PERFORMERS

INSTRUMENTAL
Junho Chung, piano, is a senior at Brookfield Central High 
School. Junho studies piano with Tatyana Smith.

Benyamin Kim, violin, is a senior at Homestead High School. 
Benyamin studies violin with Sanda Masic and his collaborative 
pianist was Elizabeth Green

Ava Larsen, cello, is a home schooled senior. Ava studies 
cello with Peter Thomas and her collaborative pianist was 
Stefanie Jacob.

Salvador Stein, violin, is a sophomore at Homestead High 
School. Salvador studies violin with Pamela Simmons and his 
collaborative pianist was Stefanie Jacob.

Faith Weigand, bassoon, is a senior at Shoreland Lutheran High 
School. Faith studies bassoon with Beth Giacobassi and her 
collaborative pianist was Stefanie Jacob.

Lucy Wu, cello, is a junior at Whitefish Bay High School. Lucy 
studies cello with Stefan Kartman and her collaborative pianist 
was Hikari Nakamura.

VOCAL
Lex V Crump, soprano, is a senior at Milwaukee High School 
of the Arts. Lex studies voice with Raymond J. Roberts who 
was also her collaborative pianist.

Alani Eastman, soprano, is a senior at Milwaukee High School 
of the Arts. Alani studies voice with Raymond J. Roberts who 
was also her collaborative pianist.

Amiracle Evans, soprano, is a junior at Milwaukee High School 
of the Arts. Amiracle studies voice with Raymond Roberts who 
was also her collaborative pianist.

Eric Hanna, baritone, is a senior at Shorewood High School. 
Eric studies voice with Roberta Ricci and his collaborative 
pianist was Jessi Kolberg.

YOUNG ARTIST SCHOLARSHIPS
Congratulations to this season’s recipients:

INSTRUMENTAL: Lucy Wu   ($500)
               Benyamin Kim  ($250)

VOCAL:                Amiracle Evans ($500)
               Eric Hanna ($250)

WE ARE GRATEFUL TO: 
OUR JUDGES
Chelsea Betz, Mezzo Soprano, Private Voice Instructor

Johanna Brahm, Pianist, Lecturer, Piano, UW-Milwaukee Peck 
School of the Arts

Jun Kim, Director, Orchestral Activities, Symphony Orchestra, 
University Community Orchestra, UW-Milwaukee Peck School 
of the Arts

Matthew Markham, Professor of Voice, Voice Area 
Coordinator, UW-Stevens Point

James Ripley, Director of Instrumental Music Activities, 
Carthage College; Music Director, Waukesha Area Symphonic 
Band; Principal Guest Conductor, Sakuyo Wind Orchestra, 
Sakuyo University, Kurashiki, Japan

OUR WORKSHOP LEADERS
Victoria Benson Hora, Vocal Tune-Up: Self-Care for Singers

Mark Davis, Mindful Performances: Where Preparation and 
Confidence Intersect

Alexandra Kassouf, Lighten Up: The Alexander Technique 
for Musicians

Korinthia Klein, Repair and Maintenance for Your 
Stringed Instrument

OUR VOLUNTEERS!
So many CIVIC MUSIC friends and board members helped 
to present a smooth-running event! 

Open to high school vocal and instrumental students in grades 10-12 who live 
in Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Waukesha, Washington or Racine County performing 
at or above WSMA Class A.
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CIVIC MUSIC MKE was honored to return to the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra’s Bradley Symphony Center for the celebration 
of the 2025 EDUCATOR AWARDS. Recipients were presented from the stage at the afternoon March 9 concert. Previously an evening 
event, we were thrilled to walk into the beautifully sun-drenched Atrium for our reception and presentation event.  As with 
most CIVIC MUSIC events, the number of multi-generational teachers and students reconnecting was remarkable. Here is just 
one of those connections: We learned that Eric Rian, receiving the Educational Administrator of the Year award, had been 
a student of retired MPS music educator Dale Pforr, who was at our event to celebrate his son Andy Pforr who was receiving 
the Certificate of Excellence for Instrumental Music. Educators seizing the opportunity to pay it forward, and students showing 
genuine gratitude. Heartwarming!  

Since 1991, CIVIC MUSIC has annually recognized inspiring teachers and administrators for their outstanding work in 
advancing music education. This celebration is held during the month of March, known as Music in Our Schools month.  

2025 MUSIC TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
Trinny Schumann, Choir Director, Nicolet Union High School, Nicolet Unified School District
Lonna Schickert, Band Director, North Middle School, School District of Menomonee Falls 

2025 EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR
Eric Rian,  Principal, Academy of Accelerated Learning, Milwaukee Public Schools

2025 EMERGING MUSIC EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
Emma Milton, Choir Director, KM Middle School and KM School for Arts and Performance, Kettle Moraine School District

Certificates of Excellence:

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC INSTRUCTION
Andy Pforr, Band Director, Lincoln, Wilson/WSTEM and Washington Elementary Schools, Wauwatosa School District

CHORAL MUSIC INSTRUCTION
Sarah Milton, Choral Director, Muskego Lakes Middle School, Muskego-Norway School District

GENERAL MUSIC INSTRUCTION
Cassie Wilson, General Music Teacher, Thorson Elementary School, Cedarburg School District

STUDIO MUSIC INSTRUCTION
Clare Malinowski, Songbird Studio, Hartland

2025 RECIPIENTS CELEBRATED AT MSO PERFORMANCE

We are grateful to the evening’s sponsors:

Learn more about 
these inspiring 
educators:

EDUCATOR AWARDS

2025 EDUCATOR AWARDS recipients
(L-R): Sarah Milton, Lonna Schickert, Cassie Wilson, Andy Pforr, 
Trinny Schumann, Clare Malinowski, Eric Rian, Emma Milton

Or visit our website



6

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  Y O U N G  M U S I C I A N S

This season, 62 aspiring young musicians were part of the program receiving private lessons with 27 teachers. Designed for 
families in need of a financial helping hand to realize their child’s music study, our teachers take special care with the students 
so that they can excel.  Private lessons create an environment where students can learn faster and deeper. Our scholarships give 
our families the opportunity to stay in step with their classmates so they may enjoy the same opportunities to join ensembles 
or eventually enter solo competitions. 

With a season of 25 lessons under their belt, 55 of those students performed in one of three recitals on April 12. These recitals 
allow the students to show their family and friends what they achieved throughout their season of 25 lessons. The audience 
provided encouragement to these young musicians, which helps them get more comfortable with performing in front of others. 
Performers of any kind know how that feeling of comfort can keep you in the moment and make a good performance become 
a great one. 

These recital performances also serve as an audition for students recommended by their private teacher to apply for a Year 2 
or Year 3 scholarship. Additional Scholarship applications ask students to tell us the impact their year of lessons have had. 
One eighth grader is already noticing the crossover results from her music study.  She wrote in her application for Year 2, “… 
I feel better about performing and not as nervous. I am more comfortable now with volunteering in my National Junior Honor 
Society and presenting my presentations at school because of my playing.”

The week prior, we welcomed a record 54 applicants to Audition Day!  We are grateful to our judges who listen and work with 
these sometimes nervous, always earnest young musicians.  This season’s judges, Kathy Melius and Ijoister Pyle-Harris for the 
strings, and Rob Engl and Pete Lange for the winds, percussion and voice, took great care in making the young musicians feel 
comfortable and gave them some feedback that they can put into action right away.  The judges review the family, child and 
teacher portions of the application and then listen to their audition. Here is an example of the astute insight of one auditioning 
4th grader: “… I enjoy violin because when I play the world expands and I think it really is a big part of my learning journey…”

L I F E  L E S S O N S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C
PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM

The April Musician Meet-Up was a fun evening for many Private 
Lesson Program families. At these events, we enjoy dinner and 
conversation together, and then get moving with a musical activity 
for the students and sometimes parents too. This time around, Board 
President Pete Lange took us through our paces in a session on 
singing, a little music theory, and definitely fun all mixed together!  

PLP's 3:00PM  Recital
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B O A R D
THANK YOU!
Victoria Benson Hora will finish out her term and step down from the board on June 30.  We have enjoyed Victoria’s support 
of the programs of CIVIC MUSIC. While she is stepping down from the board, we know that she will continue to volunteer 
and support into the future. Thank you, Victoria!

Pete Lange completes his term as president also as of June 30th and will return to being a member at large. Pete joined the board 
in 2019 and in the past three years has served as Vice President for one year and President for two. We are grateful to Pete for the 
impactful contributions that he has made to the forward movement of CIVIC MUSIC! Whenever and wherever a hand was needed, 
Pete has been there. We look forward to our continued work!  

New board members are in the wings and we look forward to making that announcement in the fall MusicNotes!

JOIN US AS A COMMITTEE MEMBER
Would you like to get involved in shaping the future of CIVIC MUSIC?  All committee meetings are held online so travel time will 
not be a challenge! Use this great opportunity to work alongside old and new friends who have the same passion for music as you! 
Board and committee members are good connectors, enthusiastic advocates and stewards of an organization’s financial health. 
If you have skills and experience to share and want to learn more, please contact Nancy Herro at nancyherro@civicmusicmilwaukee.org  
or 414.375.4875.

S U P P O R T  C I V I C  M U S I C  M K E  T O D A Y. . .
TODAY!
We are grateful for the generous support of our donors who provide exceptional opportunities to students and educators. You can 
make a difference with the gift of any dollar amount and direct where it should be used. 
            • Private Lesson Program     • KIDS MUSICFEST
            • High School Competition and Showcase Recital   • LIVE AT THE IVY
            • Educator Awards      • General Operating Support
            • Citizen Awards 

Consider making your gift in honor or in memory of someone who made a difference in your life. We will notify them or their family 
at the time of your donation and include both your names in the Fall MusicNotes.

AND TOMORROW!
A way to help CIVIC MUSIC beyond your lifespan...

Tax laws seem to continually change. Here are a couple of options that enable you to extend your generosity. Always contact your 
investment and/or tax professional for more information.
 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
The rules for a QCD allow taxpayers to make IRA distributions up to $100,000 payable directly to a qualified charitable organization 
like CIVIC MUSIC without treating the distribution as taxable income.   
 
Gifts of Appreciated Securities
Capital gains on the amount of appreciation are avoided, and the donor receives a tax deduction for the stock’s full market value 
on stocks owned longer than one year. 

Visit our donation page for more information.



CIVIC MUSIC MKE
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202
civicmusicmilwaukee.org
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N O M I N A T I O N S 
all nomination forms can be found at civicmusicmilwaukee.org 

Thousands of awards have been presented to music students 
since this program began in 1927.  Students can be nominated 
by their music directors in recognition of exceptional musicianship, 
scholarship, leadership and service to school. Students receive 
a certificate, and a gold lapel pin presented at a final school 
concert or awards ceremony.  CIVIC MUSIC board members would 
welcome the opportunity to come to your school event to make 
this presentation! 

If you are a school music teacher in the five-county area, employ this 
award as a way to recognize exceptional students in your program.

NOMINATIONS DUE: May 22, 2025

HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS 


