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C I V I C  M U S I C  M I L W A U K E E  P R E S E N T SC I V I C  M U S I C  M I L W A U K E E  P R E S E N T S

MUSICNOTES
CIVIC MUSIC MKE will host another exciting performances and scholarship 
competition for high school students. Vocal and instrumental musicians in grades 
10-12 who are performing at the WSMA Class A level or above are eligible to apply. 
Plans are in place for an in-person event back at First Congregational Church of 
Wauwatosa who has been such an important partner for CIVIC MUSIC by hosting 
this event as well as the Private Lesson Program. 

Last season, we held the entire competition online. Four wonderful workshops were 
held online for applicants as well as the general public. We are in the planning 
stages and expect that all of the workshops will return. The Showcase Recital is also 
in the planning stage. We hope to return to the Milwaukee Art Museum. We are on 
their calendar but await their plans for opening their building to outside groups. 

HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION

PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM
L I F E  L E S S O N S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C

The Private Lesson Scholarship Program was established in 1982 with funds 
provided in part by legendary Milwaukee music store owner, Norbert J. Beihoff.  
Initially, the Private Lesson Program provided a single year of private music 
lessons to Milwaukee area wind and percussion students who had not yet had the 
opportunity for private study.  Over the last five years, enrollment has grown from 
a single year program with an average of 17 students to a 3-year program offering 
opportunity to up to 60 string, wind, percussion, piano and vocal students. Young 
musicians can earn a scholarship for 25 half-hour private lessons during the school 
year with a vetted professional musician. Students apply and audition for Year 1 
scholarships. Year 1 and 2 students recommended by these private teachers may 
apply for Year 2 and 3. The current three-year program was developed to address 
feedback received from schoolteachers, private teachers, parents and students 

who expressed the need for more opportunities. Students can lose their curiosity about music and the arts when extracurricular 
programs like the Private Lesson Program are no longer available to them.

Get all of the High School Competition event details and Private Lesson Program information on page 3. 

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !
We are grateful for the funding that CIVIC MUSIC MKE has received for both of these important programs.  We believe that all children 
should know the joy of making music, and we appreciate the support of like-minded supporters.  Take a look at our generous supporters 
listed on page 6. 



We celebrate the opportunity to come 
back together to make music with 
one another. This past pandemic year 
has taught us that we can continue to 
provide meaningful programming even 
when not in the same room. We have all 
learned that we can adapt. Resilience is 
the key to success. 

Our Private Lesson Program, what we 
call Life Lessons through Music, is up 

and running with 28 teachers and 51 students. Most are happy to be back together 
again in person while a few are proceeding more cautiously and staying online for 
the time being. All are being safe and considerate of one another. Our Program 
Committee is working on a way for these students and their families to gather 
for community and learning. We call this program Life Lessons through Music as 
through the study of music we hone transferable life skills like collaboration, time 
management and perseverance. Students become contributing community members, 
even leaders, and future champions for the importance of the arts in our world. 

Our High School Competition will repeat last year’s successful online workshops, this 
time in-person. We are also working on ways to give these advanced students more 
opportunities throughout the year. We are eager to receive your nominations for the 
Educator Awards due in December and the Distinguished Citizen Awards due next 
June. Certainly there are educators who have gone above and beyond this past year 
to make sure that their students were not without the joy of music. Nominate them! 
Our celebration will once again be with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra in their 
new home. How exciting!

As always, we were so grateful to all of the donors who have walked alongside us as 
we navigated the past year. You showed your generosity and your confidence in our 
organization. Thank you!

We encourage you to get out to cautiously but joyfully support the many wonderful 
musicians who have continued to provide music to our community. 

Nancy Herro, Executive Director
nancyherro@civicmusicmilwaukee.org 

Mission:
CIVIC MUSIC MKE supports music 
education and provides performance 
opportunities for young musicians in the 
greater Milwaukee area.

Music Notes
Music Notes in published semiannually 
to provide ongoing information about 
our programs and events. 

Board of Directors
Kent Tess-Mattner, PRESIDENT

Jonathan Winkle, VICE PRESIDENT

Don Weinberg, SECRETARY

Andrew Lato, TREASURER

Jane Borden 
Carl Brown
Morgan Dixon   
Donna Dudenhoefer  
Kathy Grogan   
Joseph Hausch 
Pete Lange 
Stephanie Lippert
Deborah Musante 
Tina Nogrady 
Michael Poytinger
Fran Richman 
Veronica Thompson
Administrative Staff
Nancy J. Herro
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Contact Us:
CIVIC MUSIC MKE
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202
414.375.4875
info@civicmusicmilwaukee.org
www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org

Every year, on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving Day, people take the 
time to greet the holiday season by giving back to their community. 
Whether it is making a donation or volunteering, Giving Tuesday is a day 
that benefits the community. CIVIC MUSIC MKE will again participate in 
this year’s #GIVINGTUESDAY set for Tuesday, November 30. 

Giving Tuesday was founded in 2012 by New York’s 92nd Street Y in 
partnership with the United Nations Foundation. The purpose of the day is to inspire people and companies to take action, just like 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday created a platform for retailers to kickstart the holiday season.  It has grown leaps and bounds since 
then and in 2018, Facebook and PayPal announced they would match up to $7 million on donations to United States nonprofits on a 
first come first serve basis. The match limit was hit after only one hour! A total of $125 million was raised via Facebook, the highest for 
a single day on the platform.  In 2020, a remarkable $2.47 billion was donated to U.S. nonprofits by a reported 34.8 million people 
on Giving Tuesday. 

CIVIC MUSIC will not be the only organization whom you support that will participate. Please consider giving to the organizations that 
you can, but definitely make sure to Like and Share any social media posts that you receive about Giving Tuesday.  It helps all of us!

FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR:
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“WE HAVE ALL LEARNED THAT WE CAN ADAPT. RESILIENCE IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS.”



A P P L I C A T I O N S 
all application forms can be found at 
www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org 

Applications Due: December 15, 2021
Audition Day: January 22, 2022
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa

Visit our website for applications and instructions.
Watch for Workshops and Master Classes. 

ELIGIBILITY: Classical and jazz, vocal and instrumental 
musicians in grades 10-12 who perform at or above the WSMA 
Class A level and live in the five county greater Milwaukee area.

 

COMPETITION AWARDS
Showcase Recital Performance Opportunity 
Up to ten top classical and one jazz performer from Audition 
Day will be presented in recital. Each musician will receive an 
honorarium of $250. 

Young Artist Scholarships 
for classical instrumentalists and vocalists
$1,500 in scholarships is distributed to musicians at the 
discretion of the judges

Lee Guse Memorial Jazz Scholarship 
for jazz instrumentalists and vocalists
$750 scholarship for one high school jazz musician

Additional Recital Performance Opportunity
Recital performers will have the opportunity to perform on 
another recital being planned. 
Date, time and venue will be available soon.  

SHOWCASE RECITAL
Sunday, February 6, 2:00 PM 
Venue TBA
Performance and Scholarship Announcements

 

Year 1 Applications Due: March 10, 2022
Audition Day: Saturday, April 2, 2022
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa

Visit our website for applications and instructions.

ELIGIBILITY: Instrumental musicians entering grades 
4 – 11, and vocal musicians entering grade 8 - 12 new to private 
lessons (25 hours or less) whose family is in need of a financial 
helping hand. 

Students must be recommended by a teacher. Music teachers with 
students thought to meet this criterion are encouraged to make 
this application available to those students. 

The opportunity for advancement to Year 2 and Year 3 lessons 
is available Year 1 students who first earn their private teacher’s 
recommendation. Applications will be sent to recommended 
students in late March. 

2021-22 FINAL RECITALS 
Saturday, May 14, 2022
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa
Current families please mark your calendars!

ALL RECITALS are free and open to the public.

s

HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM
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L I F E  L E S S O N S  T H R O U G H  M U S I C

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  Y O U N G  M U S I C I A N S



EDUCATOR AWARDS
Nominations Due: December 5, 2021
Presentation: Saturday, March 5, 2022
     MSO Concert, Bradley Symphony Center

HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC COMPETITION
Application Deadline: December 15, 2021
Audition Day: January 22, 2022
    First Congregational Church 
    of Wauwatosa 

HIGH SCHOOL SHOWCASE RECITAL
Sunday, February 6, 2022, 2:00 PM
Venue TBA

PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM 
Application Deadline: March 10, 2022
Audition Day: Saturday, April 2, 2022
Recitals: Saturday, May 14, 2022
    12:00 Noon and 3:00 PM
    First Congregational Church 
    of Wauwatosa

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

CIVIC MUSIC LEADERSHIP
W E L C O M E !
We are grateful to the Nominating Committee, chaired by Kent Tess-Mattner, for 
their diligence in recruiting the highest caliber of candidates and their generous 
contribution of personal time. Meet the newest members of the CIVIC MUSIC 
Board of Directors:

  Carl Brown, CEO, Fresh Coast Jazz Festival; Retired CEO, 
  Red Brown Kle’ Marketing Communications

  Deborah Musante, City of Brookfield, Director, Civic  
  Chorus; Milwaukee Co. Zoological Society-Development;   
  Freelance Musician

  Fran Richman, Consultant, Richman Nonprofit Strategies;
  Retired Executive Director, Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra

  Veronica Thompson, Retired Librarian and Media   
  Specialist, Milwaukee Public Schools; Freelance Musician

Thank You and Farewell!
We bid a very fond farewell to board member Rob Engl who has served on the 
board for ten years! Rob served as President 2016-2020 and as Past President 
2020-21. He has been instrumental in keeping us going through many highs 
points, a few challenges and all the territory in between. He made important 
connections with people and organizations and was a huge champion for CIVIC 
MUSIC. Thank you, Rob!

We also thank board members Kathy Swoboda, Janet Day and Sarah Zawadiwsky 
who are stepping away from the board. We appreciate the many contributions that 
you have all made and we will miss you! 

Join Us by Serving on a Committee
Would you like to get involved in shaping the future of CIVIC MUSIC? Our 
committees are humming but there is always room for more members. Meetings 
have been working well online this past year, so we will continue to meet online. 
Grab this great opportunity to work alongside old and new friends who have the 
same passion for music as you!

Board and committee members are good connectors, enthusiastic advocates 
and stewards of an organization’s financial health. If you have skills and 
experience to share and want to learn more, please contact Nancy Herro at 
nancyherro@civicmusicmilwaukee.org or 414.375.4875.
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N O M I N A T I O N S 
all nomination forms can be found at 
www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org 

s

HONOR A DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN!
Show your appreciation for an important person in  
Milwaukee’s musical life by nominating them to receive  
one of these awards:

• Lifetime Achievement in Music: honors music educators  
 and/or performers for their exceptional professional expertise  
 and commitment to the community. 

• Distinguished Citizen-Professional in the Arts 
 recognizes professional musicians and arts administrators  
 who have demonstrated significant professional  
 achievements and leadership. 

• Distinguished Citizen-Patron of the Arts honors  
 music supporters who have distinguished themselves  
 by their leadership, generosity and passion for music. 

Do you find that the most deserving individuals are often 
the least likely to blow their own horn? That’s where you 
come in! Seize the opportunity to nominate someone to be 
recognized publicly for their dedication and contributions. 
Award presentations will be made at a special event being 
planned for November 2022. Stay tuned for the specific date.  

NOMINATIONS DUE: June 1, 2022

Thousands of awards have been presented to music students since this program began in 1927. Students can be nominated 
by their music directors to recognize exceptional musicianship, scholarship, leadership and service to school. Students receive 
a certificate and a gold lapel pin presented at a final school concert or awards ceremony. 

If you are a school music teacher in the five-county area, utilize this award as a way to recognize an exceptional student in 
your program. 

NOMINATIONS DUE: May 22, 2022

R E C O G N I T I O N 
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2021 Award Recipients:
L-R: Lauren King Driscoll, Stephanie Blue, Priscilla Nokovic and Elizabeth Warne

CITIZEN AWARDS

HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS 

Nominations are now open for:
All Certificates of Excellence awards, Administrator of the Year, Emerging Music Educator and MSO ACE Teacher 
of the Year. The Board will choose the CIVIC MUSIC Teacher of the Year from the candidates presented. 

Do you know an educator who should be honored for their work? Nominate them today!

NOMINATIONS DUE: December 5, 2021

EDUCATOR AWARDS
NOMINATE AN OUTSTANDING MUSIC EDUCATOR

We know that music education can make all the 
difference in a child’s life. Each season CIVIC MUSIC 
presents the Music Educator Awards, a wonderful 
show of appreciation for music educators or 
administrators supportive of  music.  



s

The following CIVIC MUSIC MKE 
Friends contributed $100 or more 
between July 1, 2020 and 
June 30, 2021:

APPASSSIONATO 
($5,000 and more)  
Bader Philanthropies, Inc. 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation - 
 The George H. and Virgilee F. Krueck Fund

BRAVURA 
($2,500 and more)
Hausch Design Agency*
Milwaukee County-Milwaukee CARES  
 For Arts & Culture Relief Grant
Pieper Electric, Inc./Ideal Mechanical 
Carol L. Schwartz Irrevocable Trust
State of Wisconsin-COVID-10 Cultural  
 Organization Grant
Townsend Foundation
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin   
 Foundation

MAESTOSO 
($1,000 and more)
Patricia J. Cahill 
Joyce Gardiner*
Joan M. Guse 
Judith A. Keyes Family Fund 
Nancy L. Laskin Life Trust 
Robin R. and Robin J. Engl 
Nancy and George Herro*
Pete and Roseann Lange 
Kent and Marna Tess-Mattner 
Harold and Valerie Zimdars

The Gardner Foundation
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation
Interstate Music
Kerber, Eck & Braeckel
Network For Good
Bert L. and Patricia S. Steigleder   
 Charitable Trust
White House of Music Foundation

EXPRESSIVO 
($500-$999)
Anonymous
Jane Borden
Anthony and Andrea Bryant
Bobbi and Jim Caraway
Janet Day
Donna Dudenhoefer
Kathy Grogan
Margarete and David Harvey 
Ravenna A. Helson 
Thomas E. Miller
Erik and Carol Moeser

Educators Credit Union
Elmbrook Rotary Foundation, Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation-  
 MacDowell Club Of Milwaukee Fund
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies
Tim O’Brien Homes

DOLCE 
($250-$499)
Barbara and Paul Ahlf
Ann and Craig Aswegan
Martha Brown and Tony Lam
Morgan and Barope Dixon

Mary S. Gerbig and Bill Houlihan
Carol Greif
Mary E. Henke
Mary and Jon Hintz
JoAnne and Don Krause
Andrew and Jennifer Lato
Michael N. Pierce
Michael and Debora Poytinger
Dr. and Mrs. John Rhee
Paul Silbergleit*
Carter and Pamela Simmons 
Stanwyck Family Fund
Laurie Trice
Sarah Zawadiwsky
Michael and Eileen Zei

BAIRD/Consiglio Osmanski Hienz  
 Group
George H. Herro, CPA, S.C.
KAPCO
Landmark Credit Union
Wauwatosa Presbyterian Church   
 Alternative Christmas Market
Wauwatosa Vocal Arts Studio

GRAZIOSO 
($100-$249)
Anonymous (3)
Dale and Mary Bigus
Katherine Brooks
Paul and Lori Cannestra
Milton L. Childs
Debra Chomicka and Mike Myszewski
Margaret Crowley and Ernie   
 Brusubardis
Emily and Dean Crocker
Mark Davis
Anne de Vroome
Tom Dinsmoor
Jill and Bob Dizack
Eileen and Howard Dubner 
 Donor Advised Fund of the Jewish  
 Community Foundation
Jeffrey T. Durr
Jill and George Fahr Charitable Fund
Bill and Claudette Finke
Kenneth and Maureen Garthee
Carol Goldstein
Virginia D. Grossman
Dan and Helen Hartsman
Hemann Family Fund
Stephen Hinkle
Dr. Stuart Hoffman and Dr. Mikki Ray
Glenda and Jon Holm
Don and Melody Huenefeld
Dennis and Gail Huffington
Rick and Bette Kirby
Martin Krebs
Tanya Kruse*
James and Charmaine LaBelle
Raquel Lauritzen
Brian and Diana Levy
Mark and Cindy Levy
Eva and Elliot Lipchik
Barbara Lund
Susan Marcus
Christine and Scott Mather
Tim McCarthy
Colleen McCauley
Sue Medford

Mary Pat Michels
Tina and Robert Nogrady
Jayne and Monte Perkins 
Anne Marie Peterson
Dale and Barbara Pforr
Jill Anna Ponasik and William Bradley
Wendy Pribbanow
Steve and Fran Richman
Marie and Robert Sander
Delevan Schmidt
Marilyn Schrader
Bob and Sally Schwarz
Richard R. Schwartz
Allison Schweitzer
Joseph Seroogy
Kathy Swoboda
Cherie Stein
Paul Thorgaard
Dick and Shirley Underberg
Don and Joanne Weinberg
Robert and Lana Wiese

Brass Bell Music
Family Music Center
Outpost Natural Foods*
Seroogy’s Chocolates*

*Indicates in-kind donation

Thank you to the following 
friends of CIVIC MUSIC for 
their tribute gifts:

IN HONOR OF:
JEFF GARTHEE
Ken and Maureen Garthee

PHIL GROSSMAN
David and Gail Nelson

NANCY WITTE HERRO
Thallis Hoyt Drake

JULIE MAGIDSON’S 64TH BIRTHDAY!
Dana Kader Robb

COLLEEN ROSE
Barbara and Paul Ahlf

LEONHARD ROSE
Barbara and Paul Ahlf
RACHAEL STEIN’S 25TH BIRTHDAY!
Cherie Stein

PATRICIA SWOBODA
Michael N. Pierce

IN MEMORY OF: 
JOSEPH AARON
Diane and David Andreoni

GLADYS AMUNDSON
Donna Dudenhoefer

RONALD ANDERS
Barbara and Paul Ahlf

AUDREY BAIRD
Stephen Colburn and Marlee Sabo

CHARLES A. CAHILL III
Patricia J. Cahill

DANILO C. FERRARI
Jeffrey T. Durr

G. VICTOR HERRO
Joseph Seroogy

MARY ALICE MEIFERT
Donna Dudenhoefer

GALEN MILLER
Thomas E. Miller

STEVEN PEAY
Donna Dudenhoefer

DR. ALAN SHLIMOVITZ
Susan Marcus

BERNARD STEPNER
Paul Thorgaard

CHRISTOPHER WESTPHAL
Dennis and Gail Huffington

RICHARD WESTPHAL
Dennis and Gail Huffington

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT M. ZETTEL
Pablo Amaya and Allison Balchan

EDUCATOR AWARDS
Colleen McCauley

Educators Credit Union

LEE GUSE MEMORIAL JAZZ 
SCHOLARSHIP
Joan M. Guse

YOUTH MUSIC PROGRAMS
Bader Philanthropies, Inc. 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation - 
 The George H. and Virgilee F. Krueck Fund
Evan and Marion Helfaer Foundation
White House of Music Foundation

PRIVATE LESSON PROGRAM
Pablo Amaya and Allison Balchan
Ann and Craig Aswegan
Kay M. Augustine
Donna Boxhorn
Shelby Keith and Janet Dixon
Suzanne Freshley
Mary and Jon Hintz
Judith A. Keyes Family Fund
Catherine Kolb
Mary Pat Michels
Marie and Robert Sander
Kay Simpkin
Susan Sonneborn
Cherie Stein
Virginia M. Thurow
Harold and Valerie Zimdars

Elmbrook Rotary Foundation, Inc.
The Gardner Foundation
Herbert Kohl Philanthropies
Pieper Electric, Inc./Ideal Mechanical
Townsend Foundation
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin   
 Foundation

HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION - 
YOUNG ARTIST SCHOLARSHIPS 
Martha Brown and Tony Lam
Harold and Valerie Zimdars

Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s   
 MacDowell Club Of Milwaukee Fund

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN OUR 2020-21 SEASON!
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We are grateful for the generous support of our donors who provide exceptional opportunities to students and educators.  Here are 
just a few examples of what your support can provide: 
 
$25…provides a scholarship for one private lesson
$100…provides a month of private lessons
$250…covers one performance stipend for performers on the High School Competition Showcase Recital
$500…pays for one High School Competition Young Artist Scholarship or one scholarship of Year 1 private lessons
$625…allows for one scholarship of Year 3 private lessons

I would like to make a gift of:
o $1000 o $500 o $250 o  $100 o $50 o Other  $________________ 

Please direct my gift toward:
o Private Lesson Program  o High School Competition and Showcase Recital
o Educator Awards o General Operating Support

Gifts of $100 or more are recognized in our annual fall newsletter.  Please print your name as you would like it to appear. 

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY      STATE    ZIP

PRIMARY PHONE      EMAIL

o   I wish to remain anonymous.
o   I have enclosed my employer’s matching gift form.
o   I have remembered CIVIC MUSIC in my estate planning.
o   Please contact me about including CIVIC MUSIC in my planned giving.  

My gift is: 
o In memory of      o In honor of  

Please notify the following individual of my gift:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY      STATE    ZIP

o My check is enclosed payable to CIVIC MUSIC

Please send your gift to: 

CIVIC MUSIC MKE 
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202

Please charge my:   o VISA     o MasterCard           

CREDIT CARD #       EXP:  CVV2# 

Donations may also be made online at www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org
C I V I C  M U S I C  I S  A  5 0 1 ( C ) 3  T A X  D E D U C T I B L E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .

LEND YOUR SUPPORT
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN OUR 2020-21 SEASON!



CIVIC MUSIC MKE
1345 N. Jefferson Street, #170
Milwaukee, WI  53202
www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org

A D D R E S S  C O R R E C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D

Brookfield East High School
Amelie Liu, Flute

Cedarburg High School
Laura Wilcox, Soprano

Greendale High School
Luke Terry, Piano, Sound Engineer

Greenfield High School
Noah Ferguson, Alto Saxophone

Lake Country Lutheran High School
Sarah Duston, Soprano

Milwaukee Lutheran High School
Carlito Johnson, Baritone Saxophone
Elysa Neal, Soprano

        Muskego High School
        Zachary Goodman, Percusssion

        Nathan Hale High School
        Mariah Schaumberg, Soprano

        Nicolet High School
        Katarina Jaglinski, Alto
        John Bushman, Tenor

        Oak Creek High School
        Maggie Stoving, Trumpet

        Oconomowoc High School
        Hailey Hanson, Flute
        Brendan Mortensen, Guitar

        Pius XI Catholic High School
        Gabriella Ramsey, Soprano

University School of Milwaukee
Paige Hanley, Soprano

Wauwatosa East High School
Jacob Mosey, Trombone
Caradoc Crandall, Viola

Wauwatosa West High School
Ella Brewer, Viola
Benjamin Skrade, Trombone

Whitefish Bay High School
Kathleen Westrup, Trombone
Amelia Stephens, Alto
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If you are a high school music educator, please consider nominating one of your students this year.  Visit our website for more 
information. www.civicmusicmilwaukee.org

Congratulations to this year’s 22 recipients. Our best wishes to you for a bright future as a continuing musician or a supporter 
of music in your community!


